[Significance of human telomerase RNA expression in situ in malignant melanoma].
By using the method of hybridization in situ, human telomerase RNA(hTR) are detected in 36 cases of malignant melanoma tissue, 16 cases of nevocellular nevus and 12 cases of normal skin. Results showed that the positive expression percentage of hTR in malignant melanoma, nevocellular nevus and normal skin was 86.3%, 6.26% and 12.7%, respectively. The positive expression percentage of hTR in malignant melanoma was significantly higher than that of nevocellular nevus and normal skin(P < 0.01). Meanwhile, the positive expression intensity of hTR in metastatic malignant melanoma is frequently stronger than that of original malignant melanoma(P < 0.05). The results suggest that hTR might indirectly reflect the telomerase activity, and be used as a new marker for diagnosis of malignant melanoma and metastasis prediction.